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OCEAN INSTITUTE SEES HUNDREDS OF VISITORS FOR  

HIKIANALIA VOYAGING CANOE WELCOMING 

 

Dana Point, CA – Ocean Institute’s welcoming of the Hikianalia Voyaging Canoe proved a big hit with 

visitors.  Hundreds gathered to experience a one-in-a-lifetime opportunity to watch Hikianalia sail into 

the Dana Point Harbor yesterday.   

 

After a 2800-mile voyage from Hawai’i to Northern California using traditional navigation, voyaging 

canoe Hikianalia and her crew arrived at Ocean Institute.   Onlookers cheered as the voyaging canoe 

was escorted in by other boats, canoes and outriggers and led formation around Hikianalia in a 

traditional ceremony welcoming.   

 

Ocean Institute President and CEO Dan Pingaro said attendance by visitors and guests were driven 

largely by the fascination with the history and legacy of Polynesian voyaging and the mission of the 

Polynesian Voyaging Society.  

 

“This was an exciting and very meaningful occasion for Ocean Institute and the community,” said 

Pingaro.  “The essence of the Polynesian Voyaging Society’s purpose aligns with Ocean Institute’s 

mission, so we were honored to host the event.  The deeper meaning is that we can all be good 

stewards and good caretakers of the ocean and environment.” 

 

There are more events and activities this weekend.  On Saturday and Sunday, October 27 and 28 

from 10am-3pm, visitors are invited to participate in Community Canoe Tours and learning stations 

where they can interact with the crew and the vessel to explore what it is like to sail, navigate and 

live for weeks at sea aboard a Hawaiian voyaging canoe. 
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About Ocean Institute 

Ocean Institute, founded in 1977, is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that offers in-depth Marine 

Science, Maritime History and Outdoor Education programs.  Its mission is to use the ocean as its 

classroom to inspire children to learn.  Ocean Institute provides high quality science education about 

marine life, conservation and the habitats and species of the California Pacific Coast.  Ocean Institute’s 

diverse program inventory includes STEM programs that align with California’s content standards.  

Learn more at oceaninstitute.org. 

 

http://www.oceaninstitute.org/
https://www.ocean-institute.org/


 

 

About the Polynesian Voyaging Society and Hikanalia 

The Alahula Kai o Maleka Hikianalia California Voyage is a continuation of the Polynesian Voyaging 

Society’s Mālama Honua campaign to inspire action toward an environmentally and culturally 

thriving world. The name of the voyage, Alahula Kai o Maleka, honors the “frequented pathway,” 

alahula, across the ocean between Hawaiʻi and California, kai o Maleka. Kai o Maleka, literally means 

“sea of America,” a traditional reference to the Pacific waterway connecting the Hawaiian Islands and 

the West Coast.  

Hikianalia, the wind- and solar-powered canoe built by the Okeanos Foundation for the Sea is the 

sister vessel of the famed Hōkūleʻa. Hikianalia is the Hawaiian name for the star Spica, which rises 

together with Hōkūleʻa (Arcturus) in Hawaiʻi. They are sister stars because they break the horizon 

together at the latitude of the Hawaiian islands. Launched on September 15, 2012, Hikianalia was 

designed specifically for the Mālama Honua Worldwide Voyage. The canoe started as an escort 

vessel to Hōkūleʻa and is now used as a floating classroom blending ancient wisdom with modern 

solutions. Hikianalia specializes in scientific exploration of marine resources and training for the 

next generation of voyagers. Values and behavior practiced on the deck of the canoe including how 

to conserve resources, care for our oceans and fellow crewmembers are shared as a model for how 

we can live sustainably on islands or anywhere in the world. She combines the latest ecological 

technology with the heritage of voyaging tradition: each of her hulls contains an electric motor 

powered by onboard photovoltaic panels that convert sunlight to electric propulsive energy. With a 

zero carbon footprint, her design supports the “Mālama Honua” (care for Island Earth) mission. 
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