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Lisa Bartlett is the quintessential public servant, serving on 22 different boards and committees 

throughout Orange County. Bartlett is a strong believer in fiscal responsibility, accountability and 

greater transparency in government. 

She is also an untiring advocate for transportation issues and was unanimously selected as the new 

chairwoman of the Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) board of directors on Jan. 8. 

She has served on the OCTA board since December 2014. 

Additionally, she was elected as the Fifth District Supervisor for the County of Orange in 

November 2014 and served as its chair in 2016. She is also a past chair and vice chair of the 

Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency (TCA) and has been a board member since 2007. 

In each of these roles, Bartlett works tirelessly on transportation issues at the local and regional 

level in addition to ardently supporting the advancement of women in transportation. 

She understands that improving the transportation network is vital to the quality of life in Orange 

County and the economic prosperity of the region. Her contributions to the betterment of 

transportation throughout Southern California are considerable. 

Throughout her time on the OCTA board and particularly as chairwoman, Bartlett has been the 

driving force on several transportation improvement projects that benefit the residents of Orange 

County. 

Immediately upon joining the OCTA board, Bartlett provided unwavering support of the 

completion of the I-5/Ortega Interchange in which Caltrans District 12 reconstructed the Ortega 

Highway Interchange at the I-5 freeway in San Juan Capistrano. The project was initiated by 

Caltrans, OCTA and the City of San Juan Capistrano, to solve the I-5/Ortega Highway “choke 

point,” which regularly caused significant delays and congestion. The project was completed in 

late 2015. 

One of Bartlett’s first actions after being appointed OCTA chairwoman was to unveil the OCTA 

board’s strategic initiatives for 2018, placing specific focus on delivering capital projects, 

maximizing funding opportunities, developing sustainable transportation plans, strengthening 



regional partnerships, modernizing transit services and championing fiscal responsibility. Each of 

the initiatives outline specific projects that are targeted for completion by the end of the year. 

In January, Chairwoman Bartlett served as a keynote speaker at OCTA’s groundbreaking 

ceremony to kick off the $1.9 billion I-405 Improvement Project (405 Project), the largest highway 

project under construction in the state. The ceremony was attended by more than 600 people 

including all the local news organizations. 

Bartlett is leading the way on the 405 Project that will ultimately improve 16 miles of the I-405 

between the SR-73 in Costa Mesa and the I-605 near the L.A. County line. The I-405 is the most 

heavily traveled freeway in the nation and the 405 Project is critical in order to accommodate the 

expected employment, population and housing growth in Southern California. 

In March, Bartlett was at the forefront of the completion of the I-5 South County Improvements 

Project. The $230 million project, a partnership between OCTA and Caltrans, extended the carpool 

lane in each direction of the I-5 from San Juan Capistrano to San Clemente. 

Bartlett is also a staunch supporter of OCTA’s Freeway Environmental Mitigation Program that 

allocates funds to acquire land and fund habitat restoration projects in exchange for streamlined 

project approvals for freeway improvement projects. Through this program, acquired properties 

are purchased and permanently preserved as open space. Funded restoration projects restore open 

space lands to their native habitat and include the removal of invasive plant species. 

As a current member and past chair of OCTA’s Environmental Oversight Committee, Bartlett was 

instrumental in OCTA’s completion of the permitting process for the Natural Community 

Conservation Plan/Habitat Conservation Plan (Plan). The issuance of the Plan in June 2017 marked 

the culmination of more than 10 years of cooperative work between OCTA, wildlife agencies and 

local environmental leaders, forever preserving 1,300 acres of Orange County wilderness and 

fulfilling a promise made to supporters of Measure M, Orange County’s half-cent sales tax for 

transportation improvements. 

As TCA chair, Bartlett led the agency through recovery from the Great Recession and the 

refinancing of $2.3 billion in outstanding debt. This enhanced the agency’s financial position by 

lowering annual debt payments to provide pricing flexibility and cash flow for important projects. 

This refinancing ultimately reduced debt payments by $975 million through 2040. 

While serving as TCA vice chair, Bartlett was instrumental in the efforts leading up to a settlement 

of five lawsuits with environmental advocates plus several state agencies represented by the 

California Attorney General. This agreement allowed TCA to move forward in considering several 

transportation solutions including a possible connection between SR-241 and I-5, while protecting 

sensitive lands and cultural resources. 

Bartlett also proudly supports the efforts of the Women’s Transportation Seminar (WTS) and the 

advancement of women in transportation. She has participated on a WTS-hosted legislative panel 

where she shared her insights into transportation issues and one of her early actions as chairwoman 

was to present her strategic initiatives for 2018 to WTS. 

Bartlett’s participation on these various regional boards and committees are indicative of her 

selfless approach to improving the quality of life for Orange County residents. Her devotion and 

commitment to solving mobility issues are unmatched and the impact of her ongoing efforts will 

be felt for years to come. 


